
 

 

Coupon Math: 
Dollar$ or Cent$? 

By: Jackie Vogel  
 

Grade Level: [3-5] Upper Elementary 
Curriculum Topic Benchmarks: measurement, number sense 
 

Problem:  It is common in the real world to see mathematical examples 
where the cents sign was used when the dollar sign was supposed to 
be used.  Converting and comparing decimals and fractions can help 
clear up this misconception.  Two real coupons clipped from the Sun-
day paper coupon section are included in this activity. 
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Can you find another example of the misuse of the cents versus dollar 
sign in the real world?  (There are many of them out there!)  



 

 

WASHINGTON MATHE MATI CS PAGE 2 

Names :   Coupon Math Worksheet   

What is wrong 
with this cou-
pon?  What cor-
rections would 
you make to this 
coupon?  If your 
local grocery 
store doubles 
coupons, what 
would be your 
discount for this 
coupon? 

What’s Wrong Here? 


